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 The FAC proved to be very busy in 2015, 
hosting well over 30 events, which is a significant 
increase from 2014. This explosion of events was 
made possible in part by the 75 volunteers (up from 
53 in 2014) who generously donated their time. 
Furthermore, the FAC Facebook page grew from 250 
likes in 2014 to 800 in 2015. If you haven’t already 
done so, please like our page at facebook.com/
centrefrancoamerican.
 In 2015, we introduced new events. We held 
our first annual Concours Vidéo de langue française, 
sponsored by the Euclide Gilbert French Language 
Foundation. High school students across New England 
were invited to submit a short video in French 
explaining why 21st century students should study 
French. In August, approximately 50 people joined 
us for our first Family Fun Day to celebrate National 
Acadian Day by playing family-oriented games and 
learning more about the French and Acadian Cultures. 
 Though the FAC saw great changes and growth 
last year, we did keep time-honored events on our 
agenda, including the St-Jean Baptiste celebration, 
where we named Gérald Cardinal Lacroix the Franco-
American of the year, the Annual Golf Tournament, 
and La Cave Aux Vins where we learned about and 
tasted various wines. The second annual Half-Way to 
Mardi Gras was held in August at N’awlins Grille in 
Manchester, where we enjoyed Cajun cuisine in an 
atmosphere that captures the spirit of New Orleans. 
The 2015 La Vie en Clothes Fashion Show was held 
in the Mall of New Hampshire, which drew in a large 

crowd to watch as approximately 40 models showcased 
outfits highlighting the French influence in the fashion 
world. In November we celebrated our sixth annual 
Beaujolais Nouveau Gala at the Stonebridge Country 
Club. We enjoyed wine, dinner, and beautiful music 
by violinist Paul Pelletier of Music With Elegance. We 
capped off the year with our annual Volunteer Tea and 
a home-style Soirée de Noël. 
 We held two semester long film classes, Cinéma 
Français and Gérard Depardieu Through the Years, 
as well as a year-long Speaker Series where we invited 
people to speak on a variety of topics. The series varied 
from a discussion on the book “Frog Town” by author 
Laurence Armand French to a lecture on the “New 
Paris” from two of our interns that recently studied 
abroad in France. Learning French vocabulary became 
exciting during French Adventures to places like the 
Audubon Center and the Aviation Museum. 2015 was 
an exciting year for the FAC. On to 2016! 

2015 Year in Review

Letter from the President
Dear members and friends,
 Our 25th Anniversary year was certainly 
active for the Franco-American Centre. As you can 
see from the 2015 recap in this newsletter, we have 
been continuing to commemorate our traditions while 
encouraging young people to experience new ways to 
enjoy French language and culture.
 March is “Francophony Month-Le mois de 
la francophonie”-an international recognition of 
all those countries that have French as an official or 
commonly spoken language. We are pleased to join 
organizations around New England and throughout 
the world in celebrating the contributions of French 
language to our communities. 

 Like the diversity of these countries, our 
members are a diverse group.  While many grew up 
speaking French at home, others are English-speakers 
who appreciate French traditions passed down from 
previous generations. Still others come from non-
French ancestry but are drawn to the culinary, literary 
or artistic contributions of French-speaking cultures. 
 I am happy to invite you to join with us in 
celebrating the many ways in which French enriches 
our families and our communities. Become a member, 
support our mission and join us for one of our many 
2016 events.
Sincerely, 
Tom Colantuono, FAC President
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2016 Off to an Exciting Start
 2015 is going to be a tough year to beat with 
the introduction of many new events, but we are 
confident that 2016 will be even better. We have kicked 
off the year with some exciting events, both new and 
established, in January and February.
 Prêt-à-parler, or “Ready to Talk” continues to 
meet on the first Tuesday of every month. Attendees 
practice their French language in an informal, 
conversational group.
 The French Adventures Series, established in 
2015, is an exciting way to learn French vocabulary 
themed by the various trips the FAC goes on. In 
January, French Adventures traveled to the See Science 
Center and learned words like grenouille, métier á tisser 
and renouvelable, while competing in a scavenger hunt.
 Author Aurore Eaton spoke in January as the 
NH Institute for Franco-American Studies lecture 
series continued. The Institute, or NHIFAS, is a 
collaborative effort between the FAC and Saint Anselm 
College to promote French cultural studies. This local 
author came to discuss her book, “The Amoskeag 
Manufacturing Company: A History of Enterprise on 
the Merrimack River,” published over the summer of 
2015. Eaton’s book discusses Manchester’s mile-long 
millyard. The Amoskeag Manufacturing Company 
drew in a great amount of immigrant workers, many 
of whom were French Canadian. Eaton taught us 
about the important history of our very own city of 
Manchester.
 Mardi Gras was celebrated on February 9 at 
N’awlin’s Grille, a New Orleans themed restaurant 
located in Manchester. FAC members and guests 
gathered to celebrate Fat Tuesday where we enjoyed 
drinks, Cajun food, live jazz music, conversation, and 
even some dancing! Members received complimentary 
appetizers and a raffle ticket.
 Later in February, we joined the Dana Center 
for the Performing Arts to welcome the bands Ten 
Strings and a Goatskin and Mipso to New Hampshire. 

FAC members received a discount to attend the 
event that brought new life to traditional Acadian 
music by the Ten Strings an a Goatskin trio, and the 
new age southern string band music by Mipso.  

 In preparation for Francophonie month, 
the Boston Celtics celebrated Francophone Night at 
the TD Garden as they faced Utah Jazz on February 
29. Members and friends were invited to join other 
Francophones of the Boston area to watch an exciting 
game, and cheer on our New England basketball team.
 Our French classes continue to expand this 
year, offering children and adults of all levels an 
opportunity to develop their language skills. Classes 
will begin again during the week of March 14. Visit 
facnh.com/french-classes to see a complete list of 
offered classes, their times and locations.
  2016 off to a great start, we are excited 
to see what the remainder of the year brings us. 
Francophonie month is now here, and we are 
anticipating some great events and look forward to 
seeing you at some of them. To see what we have 
planned for March, take a look at the next page!
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Name:
Address:
City & State:
Zip Code:
Email:
Phone:
For dual and family memberships, please provide the 
names of all the members.

To pay with a credit card, please register online at www.facnh.com/support/membership. Or, mail this 
completed form with a check made payable to the Franco-American Centre:
Franco-American Centre
100 Saint Anselm Dr. #1798
Manchester, NH 03102

Francophonie Month

Become a member of the Franco-American Centre today!

Annual Memberships
     Individual   $40
     Dual / Family   $60
     Senior / Student  $35
Sustaining Memberships
     $10,       $25,       $50, or      $100 per month
To view a complete list of benefits and detailed 
information, please go to facnh.com/support/
membership.
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Conversation Café 
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NH Catholic Charities 
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3 p.m.
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Submission 

Deadline: Video 
Contest
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Meet Author Janis 
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1-3 p.m.
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Mouvement 
Sentinelliste 
Dana Center

7:30-8:30 p.m.
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FAC Board Meeting

Dana Center
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French Adventures: 

Earth Day
1-3 p.m.
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Francophone Night 

at the Celtics
7:30 p.m.

March 2016

 March is International Francophonie month, a time to celebrate the culture of all things French around 
the world. The FAC has some exciting events planned for March. We also look forward to announcing the 
winners of the Concours Vidéo de langue française 2016 during this month. For more information on our 
events, visit us at facnh.com, where you can also subscribe to our new blog at facnh.com/subscribe-to-blog.


